The Northeastern Conference
Proudly Salutes
The 2011 – 2012
Community Service
Award Recipients:
Beverly – Scott & Nancy Keaton
Danvers – Tom Ladd
Gloucester – Herb Joseph
Lynn Classical – Dave Raymond
Lynn English – Mr. & Mrs. William Dutch
Marblehead – Bill Richarson
Peabody – Brian Brunelle & Gino Giachino
Salem – David Neville
Saugus – Julie Mitchell
Swampscott – Nick Meninno
Volunteers are the Heart and Soul Of our Programs!
Thank You For All You Have Done!

Northeastern Conference
Annual Coaches Banquet
Tuesday, June 19, 2012
Franco-American Club, Beverly
		 6:00 p.m. – Social Hour
		
7:00 p.m. – Dinner
		
8:00 p.m. – Program
I.
Welcome – Les Murray, NEC Secretary/Treasurer
		Introductions:
		Officers
		Commissioners
		
Retired Athletic Directors
		Media
II.

Gold Passes to Retiring Personnel
Les Murray, Secretary to Present

III.

Community Service Awards
Mike Nelson, Chairman to Present

IV.

Spring Sports Championship & Sportsmanship Plaques
Athletic Directors to Present

V.

Coach of the Year Awards
Mike Nelson, Chairman to Present

VI.

Special Awards – Presenters – Recipients

VII.

Closing

NEC
Beverly High School
Scott & Nancy Keaton
Scott and Nancy Keaton had three children at Beverly High School this
past year. Chris was a senior basketball player as well as the twin sister
sophomores Ashley and Bridget who played on the girls basketball team.
Scott and Nancy served as the booster presidents for both the boys and
girls basketball programs. With three children participating in basketball
and having the games always in opposite towns, it’s very difficult to see
their children play. Although it was a difficult job to run the booster
organization, organize concession stands, etc. and still watch their kids
play, they were able to do it flawlessly. In addition to helping with both
basketball programs, the Keaton’s always go above and beyond the call of
duty for Beverly Athletics. Mr. Keaton, a licensed electrician, would often
help the athletic department when a scoreboard was malfunctioning,
or donating his time to create new cords for our scoreboard controllers,
sound systems, etc. In addition, they regularly helped us set up tables,
concession and even pull out bleachers. Scott and Nancy Keaton are
an integral part of the athletic program at Beverly High School. We
are extremely fortunate to have caring, supportive parents make our
programs a success.

NEC
Danvers High School
Tom Ladd
Tom Ladd is this years Northeastern Conference Community Service
Award recipient. Tom has been volunteering for Danvers youth sports
from 1997 to the present. In youth football he has coached thirteen
years, secretary for three years and he has served as president for the past
nine years. He also is the Cape Ann Youth Football League secretary.
In baseball Tom presently is coach/general manager of the Danvers
American Legion Post 180 Baseball. Tom has served as president and
field schedule coordinator for the Danvers Babe Ruth League. In the
Danvers National Little League he was player agent, division director
and coach. In Danvers Boys’ Travel Basketball he is the program director
and coach and he also served as Cape Ann League coordinator for eight
years. Tom was the Danvers Falcons Football Boosters treasurer for three
years. At a time when we had no girls’ lacrosse boosters Tom was asked
if he would start one and he jumped at the opportunity. As you can
see Tom is an integral part of the Danvers Athletic Community. Most
parents volunteer while their children are involved in youth/high school
sports; Tom has continued his dedicated service long after his children
have gone onto college. He is a person of integrity and character who is
an excellent role model for the youth of Danvers. We are all fortunate
and thankful for everything Tom does for Danvers Athletics.

NEC
Gloucester High School
Herb Joseph
Herb Joseph is this year’s Northeastern Conference Community Service
Award recipient for school year 2011-2012. Herb has supported
Gloucester High athletics for many years and started following the
various teams in 1938. No matter home or away you can always see Herb
supporting the football, hockey, and baseball teams over these many years.
Recently Herb received from the hockey program the “Staunch Supporter”
Award. Herb Joseph taught 5th grade from 1961-1983 for the Gloucester
Public Schools. His teaching style was enthusiastic, caring and always
supportive of all his students. Many of his classroom students would go
on to highly successful athletic careers at Gloucester High School. He is
well known for his variation of speed ball that he utilized during his
physical education time with students. It is our pleasure to honor Herb
tonight as our Community Service Award Recipient for 2011-2012.

Lynn Classical High School
Dave Raymond
Dave Raymond was a graduate of Lynn Classical (1977) where he
was a member of the varsity hockey team. Dave has been a part of the
Classical Athletic Family for the past six years with his children David Jr
(class of 2010) and now his twins that are now seniors (class of 2012),
Adriana (softball, winter track and captain of the volleyball Item) and
her other half Perry a three year Item All-Star and NEC All-Star (cross
country, winter and spring track). You will find Dave most of the time
down at the Breed Complex taking care of the baseball and softball fields
getting them ready for everyone to play their games! He is on the Board
of Directors and coached in Lynn Babe Ruth and prior to that was
on the Board of Directors and coached in the Pine Hill Little League.
He also has helped out around Classical High School when something
needed to be fixed or giving a hand if something is needed to be done!
For the past 10 years Dave has also volunteered at the Relay for Life
Cancer Walk by being the head cook for the survivor tent and the Lynn
Housing Authority tent. At the Lynn Housing Authority he volunteers
his time every year cooking for their annual St Patrick’s Day luncheons,
Thanksgiving dinner, and Fourth of July cookouts for the elderly. Dave
Raymond is a true Ram!

Peabody High School
Brian Brunelle
Gino Giachino
The Peabody High School Athletic Department is happy to nominate Mr.
Brian Brunelle and Mr. Gino Giachino for the Northeastern Conference
Community Service Award for Peabody High School. Brian and Gino have
been significantly involved in youth sports in the city for many years in many
capacities. Over the last four years Brian and Gino have become the voices
of Tanner soccer and basketball while videotaping many soccer, softball and
basketball games. Brian and Gino could be seen in good and bad weather up
on a platform above the soccer field each and every game providing play by
play with great back and forth commentary. Some people have remarked that
their conversations were so much fun to listen to that they began watching just
to hear what they had to say each game. They also had a signature sign-off that
the teams love “Stay Classy Peabody”! Brian and Gino have certainly added
a lot to athletics here in Peabody for many years and their time behind the
camera added to their legacy of giving to the athletes of the city.

Saugus High School
Julie Mitchell
It is a pleasure to recognize Julie Mitchell as this years’ Northeastern
Conference ‘Community Service Award’ recipient. Julie is an asset not
only to the Saugus High School Athletic Department but she is also an
asset to the entire town. Each year Julie helps run a golf tournament
that generates thousands of dollars for the SHS Athletic Department.
Both she and her husband, Jeff Mitchell (SHS golf/hockey coach), ran
a golf tournament every year to raise money for a SHS golf Disney trip.
When it became apparent that the Athletic Department needed to run
a big fundraiser, Julie offered to put her tournament aside and combine
efforts for the benefit of the entire department. The golf tournament is
the major fundraiser for the Athletic Department and, without Julie;
it would not be as successful as it is today. Though Julie does not run a
golf tournament for the Disney trip she still does organize this annual
trip. Each year there are approximately forty kids and adults who enjoy
a great time golfing in Disney and it is all because of Julie’s efforts in
organizing the entire trip. Julie is also a member of the Saugus Youth
Commission, which is the governing board that oversees all the fields/
parks in Saugus. As a member of this small group, she is vocal in trying
to promote the fact that more money is needed for the fields and that all
the fields/parks need a major upgrade. This past year Julie was one of
the major people involved in getting the turf field project information
out to the people in town. There were numerous information nights
and Julie helped organize these important sessions. This past fall Julie
was elected as a Selectman in Saugus and she has made it one of her
major goals to help improve the fields and schools in Saugus. Not only
does Julie preach that she believes the fields need upgrading, but she
does something about it. Julie organized the first annual ‘Saugus Spring
Clean-Up’, where volunteers of all ages came and cleaned up the various
parks around town. The difference from before the clean up to after was
astonishing; Julie and all the volunteers did an amazing job. Julie, who
graduated from Saugus High School, is always willing to do anything
for the school/town if it is going to benefit the kids of Saugus. As you
can see, Julie is a true value to the SHS Athletic Department and to the
Town of Saugus, and this is why it is a pleasure to recognize her with
this honorable award.

Swampscott High School
Nick Meninno
Swampscott High School is proud to present Mr. Nick Meninno as the
recipient of the Northeastern Conference Community Service Award for
2011-2012. Mr. Meninno is a graduate of Saugus High School where
he played hockey. He later attended the University of New Hampshire
where he jokingly describes himself as a “great intramural player”. After
graduating, he came back to the North Shore to take over the family
business, Meninno Construction. He moved to Swampscott in 1996
and he has been an integral part of the youth programs, the school
system and the community at large ever since. Nick has participated in
the development of young athletes as a little league coach. He served on
the building committee (an experience that he described as “one of the
most rewarding experiences”) that was behind the planning, design and
building of the new state of the art high school and senior center at 200
Essex Street; and most recently he has used the resources of his construction
company to overhaul the town’s athletic fields. Over the past three years,
he has done extensive work on the baseball field including bringing in
a new clay surface for the infield. This past year, Nick leveled the track
and rebuilt the drainage system at Blocksidge Field, which saved the
playing surface from extensive damage as the result of the enormous
amount of rainfall this past fall. Finally, he collected, transported and
set up portable lights for the first night football game at Blocksidge in
Swampscott’s history. All of the hard work, time and effort that Nick
has put-forth has served to benefit all of the programs in town including
youth, middle and high school athletics. At no point has Nick ever
sought recognition or attention for his generous donations and when you
thank him for his generosity, he is quick to deflect praise. Mr. Meninno
resides in Swampscott, a town that he describes as a “great place with
great people”, with his wife Christine and their three children; Erica, a
graduate of Boston College, Amanda, a junior at Purdue and Nick Jr.
a 2012 graduate of Swampscott High School. Thank you Nick for all
that you have done for Big Blue athletics and for your years of dedication
and service to Swampscott and its community.
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We really appreciate you,
Your helpful, giving ways,
And how your generous heart
Your unselfishness displays.
We thank you for your kindness,
We will not soon forget;
You’re one of the nicest people
We have ever met.

